Rare Sand Lizards Released Back to the Wild

One of Britain’s rarest creatures has been re-introduced to Hengistbury Head Local Nature Reserve.  The last positive sightings of the Sand Lizard on the headland were in the 1960’s when its demise was probably hastened by erosion, trampling and loss of habitat.
Mark Holloway, Bournemouth Borough Council’s Countryside Operations Manager said,

"Recent conservation measures, such as restoring the health of our heathland and coastal dunes through scrub clearing and grazing have allowed us to reintroduce a small population back into their natural habitat.”

Nick Moulton, Reptile Conservation Officer, Amphibian & Reptile Conservation – “ we feel that the re-introduction of this rare and beautiful animal has every chance of success. Hengistbury Head is very well managed for all wildlife and the sand lizard should thrive. As ever, such re-introductions can only be undertaken with the enthusiasm and support of all the partners staff and volunteers i.e. Bournemouth Borough Council, Natural England, Marwell Zoo, New Forest Reptiliary and Avon Heath country Park.”
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Male Sand Lizard (above)
Nick Moulton & Brian Heppenstall (right)
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