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HENGISTBURY HEAD
SUPPORTERS GROUP

P R E S S   R E L E A S E

Save Our Darwin Room!
This week has seen the excellent news that Bournemouth Council’s Cabinet has given the Hengistbury Head Centre’s watersports a stay of execution until 31 August to allow them to produce a “robust business plan”.  

But what seems to have been completely overlooked is that the Centre is home to the Darwin Room, where local community groups have meetings and host regular events and where much scientific research and education of issues to do with the Nature Reserve  is undertaken by a whole variety of professionals, students and groups.

In fact, at the Scrutiny Panel of Monday 23 March, the Council Officer presenting the report on the closing of the Centre actually said the environmental studies aspect could be discounted as it had all been moved to Glenmoor School.  This statement shows a breathtaking lack of understanding of what happens at the Centre other than the secondary schools educational aspect.

Sue Harmon-Smith, Chairman of the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group, which has over 100 members, says “The Darwin Room plays a crucial role in education and research about Hengistbury Head, which is an internationally important Site of Special Scientific Interest, Ancient Monument and Local Nature Reserve.  Bournemouth cannot afford to lose this essential location for study, especially as it is at least 3 years before the Barn and Cottage will be converted into a Visitor Centre.”

She continues “We have asked all our members to write to Roger Brown, Head of Leisure Services and Cllr Malcolm Davies to urgently examine the future of the Darwin Room.  As a voluntary group, and working with other such groups, we would be very happy to be involved in keeping the Darwin Room up and running until such time as the Visitor Centre opens at the Head.”

-----END-----

Contact:

Sue Harmon-Smith via email at Sue@Imagine1.co.uk or on 07801 519380

Photo opportunities welcomed
