THE NATTERJACK AT HENGISTBURY HEAD - 2001

INTRODUCTION

April was a changeable and cool month with a dry spell between the 11th. and the 21st . Rain overnight on the 21/22 April appeared to be the trigger for the onset of breeding. The first strings were recorded on the 24 April.

May was mainly dry with temperatures averaging 18C Max. and 13 Min. There was a little light rain in the middle of the month however the main activity occurred during a dry and warm spell  around the 11 May when strings appeared in the Batters and Whitepits  ponds.  1000s of tadpoles were present in the Batters South and Whitepits North ponds by the end of May with 100s in Wick Tiny.

June was changeable with  some warmer, humid weather around the middle and end of the month.  

2 strings were laid (1 at the Batters and 1 at Whitepits on the 15 June).  Several thousand tadpoles were recorded at the Batters South and Whitepits South; however there were few elsewhere.

July was warm at the start and at the end but otherwise changeable. 4 new strings were noted on the 21 July at Batters South.  10s of toadlets were in evidence at Batters South and North with a hundred or so at Whitepits.

August was mainly dry and sunny apart from the first 10 days when changeable weather prevailed. By the start of this month very few tadpoles or toadlets remained, with the exception of Batters North where 100 tadpoles and 6 toadlets were recorded.  As the month progressed the ponds dried quickly and activity ceased for the year.

· 32 strings were recorded in the 2001 season (see table 1 below).

· The maximum count of breeding adults was 45 males on the 25/26 April and 5 adult females on the 27 April at the Batters Ponds.   

· Maximum water temperature was 32C on the 2 July at Whitepits.

BATTERS NORTH (TOTAL 4 STRINGS)

4 strings were recorded in total (3 in May and 1 in June).  A maximum of 45 toads was noted on the 26 April with 5 females and 15 males on the 27 April. There was fungus present early on in May and numbers of tadpoles never exceeded the 100s.  10s of toadlets were noted in July. 

BATTERS SOUTH (TOTAL 15 STRINGS)

15 Strings were recorded with 1000s of tadpoles in evidence throughout May and June; however only 10s of toadlets appeared, confirming this to be a rather unproductive season.

WHITEPITS NORTH & SOUTH  (TOTAL 7  STRINGS)

3 males were seen calling on the 17 June following rain on the 16 June.  Several thousand tadpoles were recorded in May and June.  A maximum of 100 toadlets (Whitepits South) and 50 (Whitepits North) was noted in July.  2 strings were translocated to Stanpit Marsh under licence on the 9 May.

WICK  (TOTAL 6  STRINGS)

6 strings were noted (1 less than in 2000) and all were present on the 1 May.  100s of tadpoles were recorded throughout May and June however, unusually , there were no records of toadlets at this pond.  The pond was drying up by the 22 June and had to be refilled during July.  2 Strings were translocated from here to Stanpit Marsh under licence on the 9 May.

NEW DUNES - LONG GROYNE (TOTAL STRINGS - 0)

There was no translocation of strings to this pond and no recorded activity from adult toads. 

CONCLUSIONS

The recording of adult toad activity was again considerably less than in previous years because of other commitments.   The record (33) number of strings in 1999 was not exceeded.

Table 1

YEAR
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

BATTERS
16
24
19
19
13
18
20
15
19

WHITEPITS

1
2
2
9
7
8
7
7

WICK
1

6
6
7
6
5
7
6

TOTALS
17
25
27
27
29
31
33
29
32

The mortality of tadpoles across the site was high with relatively few reaching the toadlet stage.   Unlike the early years of the project there was very little fungal attack.  Algal blooms affected the Whitepits’ ponds and Sand Dunes pond in particular. 

There was no significant habitat management in the vicinity of the ponds this season. An explanatory information panel was erected at the Batters Pond in August.

As in the past,  the ponds, with the exception of Wick Main, will be pumped dry during the winter and allowed to refill naturally.  
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