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	 HENGISTBURY HEAD SUPPORTERS’ GROUP

NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2009


Welcome to your new edition of the Hengistbury Head Supporters’ Group newsletter. 

News from the Hengistbury Head Supporters’ Group Committee

Welcome to the new members who joined the Supporters’ Group during our Summer festival on 26th July. It was a huge success and offered a wide range of activities from bird ringing to flint knapping, pond dipping to a cruise in an Iron Age dug out boat. 

Please visit our website to see the photographs of this Summer  event: http://www.hengistburyhead.org 

We were also present at the Bournemouth Air Festival on 23rd August this year.

If you would like to write articles, suggest features, contribute photographs, announce events please contact me by email: gabrielle.delbarre@yahoo.co.uk  I look forward to hearing from you. 

THANK YOU!

*** IMPORTANT DATES ***

10 March 2010: (new) Deadline for PHOTO competition

We need more entries. Please send us your photographs and continue to advertise the competition as widely as possible. Thank you!

By email: gabrielle.delbarre@yahoo.co.uk
By post: c/o Rangers’ Office; The Barn; Hengistbury Head Broadway; Southbourne; Bournemouth BH6 4EN
News Update 

THE CENTRE @ HENGISTBURY HEAD

*** Good News! ***

On 7th September, the Heritage Lottery Fund announced that it accepted the application for the building of the new Interpretation Centre at Hengistbury Head and has earmarked £400,000 to finance its construction and the permanent exhibition, study areas, archives and library.  The HLF require a feasibility study to be completed during the next 12 months before their grant will be released.  This study which is jointly funded by the HLF and Bournemouth Borough Council will involve the public at various stages of its development – and this means the involvement of the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group too! There will be more news on this soon so in the meantime its congratulations to Mark Holloway, Stuart Clarke and their colleagues for securing the funding thus far. 
SAVE THE DARWIN ROOM!

*** Good News! ***

Brockenhurst College has signed a 25-year lease to manage the Education Centre at Hengistbury Head. From November this year the College will offer daytime courses for its students at the Hengistbury Head Outdoor Education Centre. The public will be able to join from April 2010 in activities such as e.g. kayaking; sailing; field studies; rock climbing etc. 

HENGISTBURY HEAD’S SUMMER FESTIVAL 

A warm thank you to the organisers of the 2009 Summer Festival which was a big success. With activities ranging from flint knapping to tree bashing, from a cruise on an Iron Age dug out boat to cave painting and pond dipping,  adults and children had a wonderful time. 

See the images on our website: www.hengistburyhead.org/events/

THE HENGISTBURY HERD

	Anna-Marie now has a new playmate. Blackberry is the second calf born on Hengistbury Head this year. A breeding program of the rare Shetlands is well under way and we aim to welcome four new arrivals next year. 
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Blackberry a few days after birth

	The goats on the cliff top

In April, a group of six goats was introduced on the cliffs of Boscombe to clear scrub. They were chosen as the ideal solution to help restore the natural heathland habitat on the steep inaccessible cliffs. Grazing will encourage the native wildlife that lives there including rare plants and animals such as the sand lizard and Dartford warbler. While the goats are happily munching away the unwanted vegetation, they are very shy and secretive. Have you seen them? If so, please let us know. 
	Last seen in the Bournemouth Echo
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? where are they now ?

image ©  Bournemouth Echo


Volunteering at Hengistbury Head

The group of practical conservation volunteers which meets every Thursday from 09:30am at the Head has continued to make a real difference over the Summer.  We are very grateful for all of the time and effort that the volunteers put in to help us maintain this beautiful site. If you would like to volunteer with us, please call the Rangers’ Office: 01202 420 909

A day in my life as a Volunteer (by Peter Holloway)
Peter Holloway started to volunteer at Hengistbury Head in June 2009.  He writes about his experience over the Summer: 
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“Being a volunteer at Hengistbury Head is a fantastic insight to what keeps a nature reserve together. With so many new jobs popping up, everyday is eventful. 

The sort of things that I have been doing whilst I have been at Hengistbury Head are: renewing fences in the cattle fields, putting up electric fences around ponds, cutting down hog weed, clearing 

rhododendron, clearing out a couple of ponds, building up a bridge for the cattle to cross on and moving cattle from Whitepits to Kinson. I enjoy being a volunteer because it is out in the fresh air in amongst amazing nature that you would not guess that was there.

 

Each morning Lyndon and I go through the moth trap and record the amount of different species that we find. Also once a week we do a butterfly survey, which consists of doing a walk round the headland and recording the butterflies that we see within a distance of 5 metres.

 

Every Thursday other volunteers drop in and lend a hand. We do similar tasks, but in bigger groups. It is very friendly and chatty and the day flies by. We try to get out in all weathers come rain or shine in order to get the jobs done.

 

It was great to find two newborn calves. They are very sweet and are beginning to manage in the big wide world. One of them is starting to fend for itself by eating grass and trying brambles. It is also amazing how they have grown so fast. 

 

Being a volunteer is also great for my career. I am hoping to join a college course in this area and having this job on my C.V will be a great help in the future”. 

HENGISTBURY HEAD YOUNG SUPPORTERS
 BIRDS of many feathers

Hengistbury Head is home to over 300 bird species. Migrant birds arrive in the Spring when food is plentiful enough to raise the young in the nest. They continue to feed during the summer and most return to the Mediterranean and Africa before the winter sets in. Birds from Northern territories (e.g. Greenland, Scandinavia) visit Hengistbury Head to escape from the severe winter cold in their areas. In recent years, due to the climate becoming warmer some birds, such as the Little Egret, that were more accustomed to migrating south in search of warmer winter temperatures are now living all year round on Hengistbury Head. You will also be able to observe: 

	Residing in the grassland and heath areas of Hengistbury Head, the Stonechat has an alarm call that resembles two pebbles knocking together. It perches on the top of a bush and sings. The male wears a black hood and a white rump. The female is paler  than the male.
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Stonechat (male)
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Young Swallows
	Swallows, swifts and house martins can be seen flying over the grassland and heathland. How to distinguish them ? The swallow has a forked tail and a red throat. The house martin has a white upper rump and shorter tail, which is less forked than the swallow’s. The swift is the largest of all with a black underside. All three migrate to Africa during the winter months. 

	The little egret is a small white heron with attractive white plumes on crest,  black legs and bill and yellow feet. It first appeared in the UK in significant numbers in 1989 and bred in Dorset in 1996 and at Hengistbury Head in 1997.  Every year several pairs breed in the Old Nursery / Bird Sanctuary. During the winter more than 40 Little Egrets may be seen roosting on the headland. Its colonization is probably as a result of increasing competition on the continent combined with warmer winters due to climate change.
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Little Egrette



	[image: image6.jpg]



Young Black-headed Gull
	Black-headed gulls are very common all year round. They nest in colonies in marshes, lagoons and sometimes on cliffs. You will find them on the saltmarsh and beaches. They eat almost anything.  The mature adults have a black head and red legs. The young have a narrow black band on the tail and small black spots on the head that will grow larger as they mature.  


Read about these and other birds in our  booklet “The Birds of Hengistbury Head” available from the Rangers’ Office: 01202 420 909

*** Build a bird box for the winter ***

Making a bird box is simple and a good way to attract birds into your garden. This project uses a single piece of wood, cut into six sections. Ideally the nesting box should be placed high up in a tree or a building away from predators, strong sunlight and wind. A north-east facing spot is best. 

You will need:

· 1.5m x 15cm x 1.25cm piece of untreated, sawn timber 

· 20cm x 2.5cm nails

· 3cm x 2.5cm self-tapping screws 

· Drill and 25mm, 28mm or 32mm wood drill bit (see Step 6) 

· Wood saw

· Sandpaper

· Hammer screw driver

· Tape measurer and pencil
How to do it?

Step 1.

Cut the timber for the bird box into six sections

Step 2.

Sand down all rough edges to protect the birds.

Step 3. 

Nail one of the sides to the base of the bird box, then nail them both to the back section.

Step 4.

Turn the nesting box on to the fixed side and nail the other side into position.

Step 5.

Before fixing the front panel to the sides, make an entrance hole for the birds using a wide drill bit. Sand the edges smooth.

Step 6.

A 25mm hole will attract blue tits; a 28mm hole attracts great tits and a 32mm hole will attract house and tree sparrows and nuthatches.

Step 7.

Place the bird box on its back and nail the front to the sides. 

Step 8.

Use the self-tapping screws to fix the top to the sides and the front. This will allow you to remove the top to clean the bird box out.

Step 9.

Drill a hole in the top of the bird box and attach it to a tree using a screw.
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*** QUIZZ ***

One of these birds does not live on Hengistbury Head, can you name it?

	1. Green woodpecker
	2. House martin

	3. Black-headed Gull
	4. Paroqueet


One of these birds is not migratory, who is it?

	1. Swallow
	2. House martin

	3. Stonechat
	4.  Swift


One of these birds prefers the marshes to the woodland, who is it?

	1. Great tit
	2. Wren

	3. Reed warbler
	4. Robin


One of these is not a bird,  what is it ?

	1. Birds-foot trefoil
	2.  Kestrel

	3. Chaffinch
	4.  Oystercatcher




HENGISTBURY HEAD

SUPPORTERS GROUP

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 2009/2010

(Membership runs from 18 June 2009 to the AGM in June 2010)

NAMES OF EVERYONE AT ADDRESS WHO WISH TO BE MEMBERS:

(Please give title, first name and surname, plus age in the case of junior members)

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

ADDRESS:
…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
 …………………………………………………………….POSTCODE……………

TEL NO …………………………………………….…………………………………

EMAIL…………………………………………………………………………………

Are you interested in doing any practical tasks on the Head such as scrub clearance, litter picking etc?  YES / NO

Would you like to be involved in any social or fundraising events?

YES / NO

Once you have joined we will keep you informed of any talks, activities or events either via email or by post if you do not have email

Please complete and return with £3.00 per household (cheques to be made payable to “H.H.S.G.”) to: 

either Sue Harmon-Smith, 26 Solent Road, Bournemouth BH6 4BP 

or c/o Hengistbury Head Supporters Group, Warden’s Office, Thatched Barn, Hengistbury Head, Broadway, Southbourne, Bournemouth BH6 4EN




Answers:


1


3


3


1 (a plant)
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