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     NEWS HEADLINES 
              Welcome to the August edition of the 

       Hengistbury Head Supporters Group Newsletter 
       and a warm welcome to all our many new members!
ENVIRONMENTAL FESTIVAL SUCCESS 
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DAYS OF THE DUROTRIGES
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CATTLE MOOVE!
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HHSG WEBSITE
The launch of the HHSG website is arriving shortly thanks to the BBC Breathing Places Grant, but there is still time to send in your favourite pictures of Hengistbury, whether landscapes, close-ups of illusive wildlife or perhaps some more imaginative shots! Please email Sue Harmon-Smith at Sue@Imagine1.co.uk
        WILDLIFE WATCH

Currently there are several Sand Martin families who have returned to the cliffs opposite Long Groyne, by the dunes. Their colonial burrows, dung into the soft sandy soil can clearly be seen as can they flitting above the ground when catching insects on the wing, despite the season nearing its end. As a summer resident their numbers have decreased in recent years due to drought in Africa were they over winter. It is therefore reassuring that they can still be seen and enjoyed at Hengistbury as they continue to choose the cliffs as a suitable breeding site.
EVENTS ORGANISED BY BOURNEMOUTH COUNCIL’S COUNTRYSIDE RANGERS
· Wednesday 22nd August 10.30am. Butterflies and Moths.

All walks start from the thatched barn. For further information call 01202 420909



Bournemouth Theatre in Education is bringing to life the Iron Age Celtic Inhabitants of Hengistbury Head as part of the ‘Sting in the Tale’ festival of stories season. An exciting performance will captivate all ages when revealing what life was like for the thriving community coping with the constant danger of a sea invasion. No booking is required for this free family event which will be held in the field opposite the Hiker Café to the south and is to start at 3.00pm on Sunday 26th August. So there is no excuse not to come and join in with this event presented by the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group. It’s sure to be a great day out! 





Further details on other forthcoming tales in the region can be found at: www.stinginthetale.org.uk








For the second year running the Environmental Day held on Sunday 22nd July was a huge success with several hundred people celebrating the Heads natural beauty, discovering its lesser known wildlife treasures and unearthing its Iron Age past!





Early morning bird ringing followed by a bird watching walk with Christchurch Harbour Ornithological Group started the day’s activities, with Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and young Robins seen. Such work continues to aid our understanding in how to best conserve future bird populations.   





 As always the pond dipping was well attended by very enthusiastic young aquatic bug hunters, showing off their spoils which ranged from Great Crested Newts to Bloodworms and Leaches! The kids especially revelled in examining their gruesome finds under the microscope!





Moths, butterflies underrated relatives were next to be revealed having been captured by the ‘light’ trap the previous night. Many of the macro moths amazed young 








and old alike in a huge display of colour, size and fur! Their role within the food web and importance as an indicator species was explained whilst some of the more obliging stayed around long enough to be stroked before flying to freedom!





Other events included ‘How to be an archaeologist’ by excavating a modern tip providing not only an insight into 1950’s life but also highlighting the product of an 





  








unsustainable throwaway lifestyle which remains wholly intact, albeit hidden below our feet! A talk about the Iron and Stone Age finds, Hengistbury’s true archaeology, was also given followed by a very popular harbour ride in an Iron Age dug out canoe!





Inspired by many of the day’s fun and revealing activities we can now welcome those new members who have also joined HHSG! 











The volunteers of Hengistbury have helped the cattle settle into their new location on the saltmarsh nearer the spit by helping install an electric fence for this part of the rotation. The cattle’s job as grazers is to encourage less dominant flora to compete, promoting a more species rich habitat which in turn benefits the local wildlife. As always, all designated footpaths remain open but the rangers do ask any dog walkers to keep their pets under close control when near cattle so as to avoid any





opportunity for distress. If you would like of opportunity of joining the Head’s band of enthusiastic and friendly volunteers, please contact the rangers on 01202 420909 for details.








