[image: image5.jpg]


    NEWS HEADLINES 
Welcome to the February edition of the 
Hengistbury Head Supporters Group Newsletter 
and a warm welcome to all our many new members!
HUNGRY HIKER IMPROVEMENTS
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WHITEPITS ENHANCEMENTS
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TREE FELLING
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CATTLE ROTATION
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WILDLIFE & CONSERVATION OF HENGISTBURY HEAD TALK
The second talk organised by the HHSG was Mark Holloway’s held at the Hengistbury Head Centre on the 25th January. It was enthusiastically received and very well attended by over forty people. A big thank you to Mark for giving such an interesting talk which included a description of the various habitats and their associated wildlife together with necessary research and monitoring that cumulatively feed into suitable management of the site as a whole.     We will soon be organising the next talk in this series, so watch this space!
VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR PRACTICAL TASKS

 As ever the Rangers of Hengistbury Head always welcome anyone available to volunteer on Thursday morning at 09.30, meeting at Barn Cottage. You can undertake practical conservation tasks such as clearing scrub, pond maintenance, footpath clearance and fencing. Work may be physically demanding and on difficult terrain. Volunteers must be aged over 18 unless accompanied by parents. Although you can just turn up, it's best if you confirm attendance so tools and equipment can be organised. For more information please contact Alison Smithies on 01202 420909.

EVENTS ORGANISED BY BOURNEMOUTH COUNCIL’S COUNTRYSIDE RANGERS

WINTER WALK Saturday 24th February at 2.00pm

The relaxed walk will take in the history and wildlife associated with Hengistbury Head. Bring Binoculars if you have them. 

HABITATS OF HENGISTBURY HEAD Saturday 24th March at 2.00pm

Discover the wide variety of habitats found at Hengistbury Head and the wildlife which they support.

SIGNS OF SPRING Saturday 21st April at 2.00pm
Come along for an informal look at the many emerging signs of spring. 
All walks start from the thatched barn. For further information call 01202 420909
After a long wait, the much needed improvements to the outdated Hungry Hiker Café have begun with work due for completion by April 2007. The upgraded building will offer a wider choice of refreshments along with a larger floor space containing additional seating. Unfortunately it does mean the loss of the ranger’s office which provided free walking leaflets and dog bags. Alternative arrangements are expected to be made later in the year. 





Work to partially partition the Whitepits area into two enclosures alongside construction of a timber boardwalk has begun and is due for completion shortly. These improvements are in line with the current Hengistbury Head Management Plan and have the support of Natural England. It will not only enable easier access for more physically impaired visitors but also allow the introduction of Galloway 








The first stage of necessary works to remove the Nursery’s shelter belt comprising of Holm Oak, Bamboo and Gaultheria was completed earlier this year. This will allow the planting of Oak, Birch and thorn hedges, all slower growing native woods to start this spring. The reintroduced species will support a wider range of wildlife in time. The second stage to remove the remaining invasive alien species is intended to commence next winter. 





Many of you may have noticed that a group of eight Galloway cattle have recently been moved into Barn field and shall reside there until late spring. Whilst proving to be very popular with many of the visitors - especially young children - in this more prominent location, the cattle will aid scrub clearance and positively improve the diversity of flora and fauna through their grazing. This reduces competition from more vigorous grassland species allowing less dominant species the opportunity to flourish, thereby producing a more diverse plant community which is beneficial to other wildlife. 





cattle and the ecological benefits they bring whilst restricting dog access. This will reduce the disturbance of Skylarks and Meadow Pipits which once could commonly be found. However, their numbers have seen a severe reduction in recent years and it is hoped that these measures will encourage them back, especially as there are few suitable breeding sites in the area. 





Although there has been some unfounded media controversy surrounding these enhancements, it is thought that they are a suitable compromise between the responsibility both to ensure everyone’s continued enjoyment in their use of the area and to respectfully manage a site which commands a ‘Nature Reserve’, ‘SSSI’ and ‘Scheduled Ancient Monument’ status.








