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Welcome to the December edition of the

Hengistbury Head Supporters Group Newsletter 
HHSG WEBSITE LAUNCH

The Hengistbury Head Supporters Group Website has been successfully with grant aid from the Big Lottery Fund and BBC Breathing Places. Although the site is still in its infancy despite much uploaded information and relevant links, it is expected to continuously evolve further with future contributions into a fully comprehensive site. So worth checking it out occasionally as it’s intended to be dynamic in keeping up with recent on-goings, especially as local events, walks and even past newsletters can be found. 
After some work on it early in the New Year, it will be officially launched in mid January and hopefully this will attract some media attention!

Any contributions you think are worth including please contact Sue Harmon-Smith at: Sue@Imagine1.co.uk who I’m sure will be very grateful! 
The site’s address is www.hengistburyhead.org Enjoy! 
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AWARD TO HENGISTBURY HEAD VOLUNTEER!

At the Bournemouth in Bloom Prize-giving ceremony held on October 16th, John Cresswell, a member of the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group, was presented with the Chairman’s Award for his work on local conservation. As part of the citation, John’s seven years working as a volunteer at Hengistbury Head was mentioned. A photograph with the Mayor of Bournemouth, Cllr Anne Filer, was later published in the Echo.

The award is important with its implications that Bournemouth should better appreciate its wealth of natural beauty, as well as the temporal artificial bedecking. Various Friends park groups, Dorset Wildlife Trust and Tree Wardens were also present at the ceremony, and the award may be seen as recognition of the valuable work done by volunteers across the borough. It also comes at a time when Green Flags were awarded by the Civic Trust to ten of Bournemouth’s parks and gardens, not least to Boscombe Chine Gardens just emerging from a major refurbishment. This is just another example where supporters can really make a difference!
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EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE RANGERS
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WADERS & WILDFOWL 
Saturday 26th January, 2.00pm
Search the shores of Christchurch Harbour for a great introduction to the wide variety of birds that visit us throughout the winter months. Bring binoculars if you have them.
WINTER WALK 
Saturday 23rd February, 2.00pm 

The story of Hengistbury Head’s history and host of wildlife to be seen whilst strolling around the site. Again worth taking along binoculars!

HABITATS OF HENGISTBURY HEAD 
Saturday 29th March, 2.00pm

One of the reasons why Hengistbury is so important for wildlife is the high number of different habitat types found within such a small area. Discover the wildlife they support.  
All walks start from the thatched barn.

For further information regarding walks or volunteering call the Rangers' Office on: 01202 420909
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Newsletter prepared by Ruth Charter
NATURE POND CREATION


Over the course of several months the Head’s volunteers have been busy reinstalling and extending a previously silted up nature pond in the grounds of the barn. 


Although not currently accessible to the public or of great habitat value, once established it will provide a wonderful educational resource to compliment the restructuring of facilities currently available for visiting groups. 


 As ever anyone wishing to join our expanding group of volunteers, what ever their commitment, ability or experience will always be rewarded with refreshments! 





SHETLAND VISITORS


Some of you may have noticed that two Shetland Cattle, Hamish and Angus, could be found at Wick fields until recently. The impromptu move from Kinson Common was due to an unprovoked attack on Hamish from a Staffordshire Bull Terrier. 





To prevent any further distress by splitting the pair up, both were moved to Hengistbury where the course of antibiotics could be administered.





Fortunately, because of their inherent docile character and the controlled reintroduction of a ‘borrowed’ ranger’s dog, there has been no long-term adverse behaviour. 





This incident however does highlight a possible consequence of not following the advice of keeping dogs either under close control or on a leash.   The pair can now be found happily chomping through the scrub with the rest of the herd at Turbary Common.

















