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NEWS HEAD LINES August 2006
Hello everyone and welcome to the first edition of the News Head Lines, which will give you all an update of what is happening at Hengistbury Head, and plans in progress from the Committee of the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

Everyone who has now signed up as a member of the Hengistbury Head Supporters Group should have had their Membership Card by now (or will do very shortly as we are hand-delivering those around Southbourne).  We are delighted that we now have a fantastic 80 members from the very young to those who are not in the first flush of youth! 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES DAY - 30 JULY
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It was great to see so many people turn up for the excellent Environmental Activities Day, which the Hengistbury Head Centre and Countryside staff organized.  It included all sorts of interesting things such as bird ringing and identification; getting to know moths; pond dipping and a modern archeological dig from the site at the back of the Centre which was used as landfill in the 50’s.  

We were amazed to find newspapers dating from 1951 in virtually perfect condition which [image: image4.png]


gave a (sometimes unintentionally amusing) insight into life in the 1950’s.  My personal favourite being “Purchase a Gay Skirt for those summer months”!  What it did bring home to everyone though was just how long-lived rubbish is – if newspaper doesn’t rot in 55 years how long will it take glass and plastic?  An excellent lesson in the importance of recycling!

HUNGRY HIKER PLANS
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Bournemouth Council have asked our view on changes at the Hungry Hiker café, which meant increasing the size of the Café and generally improving the facilities there without changing its “footprint”.  The Committee of the HHSG was very supportive with this being Phase 1 of improvements.  Phase 2 is to include moving the turning circle up to the entrance of the car park and converting Barn Cottage into a Visitor Centre.  We’ll obviously keep you informed of the plans as they unfold.
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BEACHWATCH – SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER

Bournemouth Oceanarium have asked if we would like to be involved in a Marine Watch project, where up to 20 volunteers from the Group will meet at the Ranger’s Office at 1000 on Sunday 17 September and undertake a very thorough litter pick of sections of the beach.  This is more of a scientific project rather than a straight forward litter pick.  If you would be interested in coming along, please do email me at Sue@Imagine1.co.uk or call me on 01202 422632.

TALKS AND SOCIAL EVENTS ORGANISED BY HHSG
We are delighted that Peter Hawes from Bournemouth Council,( who probably knows more about the Head than anyone!) has offered to do talks on different aspects of the Head.  The first will be on:
Thursday 19 October at 7.30pm 

at the Hengistbury Head Centre 

The talk is “A Journey Back in Time on the Head”

Peter is an excellent and very entertaining speaker, so this should be an interesting evening and will be followed by wine and light nibbles.  Admission will be free of charge to all members.  You are welcome to invite non-members but we would appreciate a small donation towards costs.

The Hengistbury Head Centre is at the end of Broadway – drive down to the turning circle by the Café and take the narrow lane straight ahead which leads to the Centre. There is car parking on site so you don’t need to “Pay and Display”!

Hope to see you there and would appreciate your contacting me at the above address/phone number if you plan to come so we have some idea of numbers.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR PRACTICAL TASKS!
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Just to let you know that Mark Holloway and Alison Smithies always welcome any volunteers every Thursday morning at 0930 meeting at Barn Cottage. You can undertake practical conservation tasks such as clearing scrub, pond maintenance, footpath clearance and fencing. Work may be physically demanding and on difficult terrain. Volunteers must be aged over 18 unless accompanied by parents. Although you can just turn up, it’s best if you confirm attendance so tools and equipment can be organised and Alison Smithies is the contact name for more info on 01202 420909. In addition the HHSG will be organising a Litter Pick one Saturday in September so once we have finalised when that will be, we will, of course, let you know.  It’s always a case of the more the merrier to clear the end of season rubbish!
EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE RANGERS

BUGS, BEETLES, BUTTERFLIES & BEES Saturday 26th August, 10.30am 
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Discover the amazing variety of invertebrates to be found at Hengistbury Head. Meet at the Rangers’ Office.

THE HISTORY OF HENGISTBURY HEAD Sunday 17th September 10.30am
Learn about the fascinating history of Hengistbury Head, from the Stone Age to the present day. Meet at the Rangers’ Office.

CHANGING OF THE SEASONS Saturday 14th October 2.00pm
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Enjoy a stroll to look for signs of autumn. 

Bring binoculars if you have them.

BIRDWATCHING FOR BEGINNERS Saturday 18th November 2.00pm
Take a closer look at Hengistbury’s resident birds as well as those travelling south for the winter. Bring binoculars if you have them.

CHRISTMAS GUIDED WALK Saturday 16th December, 10.30am

[image: image10.wmf]Escape the Christmas shopping madness for a tranquil morning walk on Hengistbury Head. Bring binoculars if you have them.

All walks start from the Rangers’ Office next to the Hungry Hiker.

For further information call 01202 420909
Best wishes,

Sue Harmon-Smith  

Chairman
